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his statements have proved erroneous; and nothing
would be easier than to dissect his essay and hold it
up to ridicule. But Schlegel was a man of genius;
and when a new science is to be created, the imagina-
tion of the poet is wanted, even more than the ac-
curacy of the scholar. It surely required somewhat
of poetic vision to embrace with one glance the lan-
guages of India, Persia, Greece, Italy, and Germany,
and to rivet them together by the simple name of
Indo-Germanic. This was Schlegel's work; and, in
the history of the human intellect, it has been truly
called c the discovery of a new world.'

We shall see how SchlogoFs idea was taken up in
Germany, and how it led almost immediately to a
genealogical classification of the principal languages
of mankind.